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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


^U&ITED^STATES 
or  AGRICULTU 


HOiJEU/iKERS 1  CHAT 


Monday,  Oct.  9,  1939. 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  OELY) 


Subject:    "DO  IT  MOW,"    Info  mat  ion  fron  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and 
Engineering,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooCoo — 

About  twenty  years  ago  many  a  live-wire  business  nan  used  to  hang  over  his 
office  desk  the  motto:     DO  IT  NOW.     I  thought  of  that  advice  the  other  day  when  I 
road  Secretary  Wallace's  no s sago  on  observing  National  Fire  Prevention  Week.  This 
is  Fire  Prevention  Week,  you  know.     It  began  y  ester  dry,  October  8.     The  idea,  of 
course,  is  to  give  the  natter  of  fire  prevention  a  little  extra  thought  this  week, 
and  then  think  about  it  fron  tine  to  tine  throughout  the  other  weeks  of  the  year. 

Secretary  Wallace  said:     "The  prosperity  of  the  farmer  and  the  safety  of  his 
family  frequently  depend  to  a  great  extent  upon  adequate  fire  prevention  measures 
and  means  of  control.     Fires  on  farms    last  year  took  a  toll  of  approximately  3500 
lives  and  caused  property  damage  estimated  at  $95,000,000.     This  is  about  one-third 
of  the  fire  loss  for  the  entire  country.     These  losses  are  largely  preventable. 11 

The  Secretary  pointed  out  eight  principal  causes  of  fires  on  farms,  and 
added  that  adequate  inspection  of  houses  and.  other  farm  buildings  should  be  made  at 
periodic  intervals  throughout  bhe  year.     Put. .  . .  and  here' s  where    the  old  motto 

comes  in   In  spec  tion  alone  is  not  enough.     It  must  be  followed  by  the  immediate 

removal  of  fire  hazards.     In  other  words,  inspect. . .  and  correct...  and  DO  IT  MOW. 
e  nd  of  that  pile  of  newspapers  in  the  basement,  and  fix  that  frayed  lamp  cord 
>  not  sane  other  day  when  you  get  around  to  it. 

If  you  have  a  pencil  and  paper  handy,  you  might  jot  down  the  eight  causes  of 
0De  fires  mentioned  by  Secretary  Wallace.     Ready?     1.  Defective  chimneys  and 
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heating  apparatus.     2.  Combustible  roofs,     3.  Lightning.     4.  Spontaneous  ignition. 
5.  Matches.    6.  Stopkcr[_s  £are^sness .     7.  Gasoline  and  kerosene.     8.  Misuse  of 
electricity.     I'll  read  the  list  again.  (Repeat.) 

Most  of  those  causes  need  no  comment.     Here  are  a  few  special  points,  by  way 
of  emphasis.     Take  chimneys.     3very  fall,  before  you  start  the  fires,  clean  the 
chimneys.    In  Dickens"   time,   they  had  little  boys  called  "chimney  sweeps"  r/ho 
climbed  down  the  chimney  and  brushed  off  the  soot  collected  on  its  walls.    But  now- 
adays,  with  our  narrow-chested  chimneys,  instead  of  a  boy,  we  let  down  a  weighted 
tarlap  bag  containing  some  bulky  material.    We  tie  the  bag  to  a  wire  or  strong  rope 
Wdpull  it  up  and  down  the  ch'mney.     That  usually  gets  the  soot  out  very  well. 

Then,  t:o,  be  sure  to  r  amine  the  chimneys  for  cracks,  loose  bricks  or  other 
defects.    Fix  them  now-  as  soon  as  they  are  discovered.     And  a  spark  arrester  on  top 
of  the  chimney  is  a  big  help  to  prevent  fires  on  combustible  roofs. 

About  furnaces,  stoves,  ranges,  and  fireplaces.     Of  course  any  source  of 
fire  for  heating  or  cooking  needs  to  be  located  a  safe  distance  from  woodwork  and 
other  inflammable  materials.     Also  see  to  it  you  have  a  metal  sheet  on  the  wall  back 
f  the  stove,  on  the  ceiling  beam  over  the  furnace,  and  in  the  kitchen  back  of  the 
»oodor  coal  burning  range.     And  do  the  boiler  and  furnace  rest  on  unburnable 
foundations? 

See  that  you  have  a',  least  13  inches  between  the  stovepipe  and  the  ceiling. 
d*hat  the  pipe  fits  tightly  where  it  enters  the  chimney.     The  wood  or  coal-burning 
n  range  needs  at  least  a  4-inch  clearance  underneath  for  the  circulation  of 
It  should  stand  on  a  metal  mat  extending  in  front  of  it  about  a  foot.  That 
ro  ects  the  floor  when  ashes  are  taken  out. 

— -osene  and  gasoline  stoves  not  only  burn  dangerous  fuels.     They  arc  light- 
6  *  and  easily  tipped  over  or  jarred.     Keep  portable  oil  heaters  clean  and  in 
condition.    Piace  them  well  away  from  cur  tains  and  upholstered  furniture 
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when  in  use.     Set  oil  lamps  level  and  where  they  cannot  accidentally  be  tipped  over, 
fever  fill  a  kerosene  lamp  while  it  is  burning  or  even  hot.     Store  kerosene  and 
gasoline  out  of  doors. 

Bemember,  too,  the  basement  needs  s^ial  inspection  for  fire  hazards.  Get 
rid  of  accumulated  rubbish  and  inflatable  materials.    Papers,  old  boxes,  oily  and 
paiat-soeked  rags  and  trash  may  be  kindling  for  a  chance  spark  or  spontaneous 
iinition.    Even  cobwebs  in  a  cellar  can  spread  a  flash  or  flame  suddenly.    Hot  ashes 
are  dangerous,  especially  if  you  let  them  get  piled  up  near  the  wood  supply  or  put 
into  wooden  baskets  instead  of  metal  trash  cans. 

Attics,  like  basements,  get  filled  up  with  stored  articles.    This  is  a  good 
«ek  to  go  over  these  little  usea  possessions,  and  to  make  sure  that  nothing  is 
stored  in  the  attic  that  is  l.able  to  spontaneous  combustion.     Don't  store  anything 
close  to  the  chimney. 

But  more  accidental  fires  occur  on  the  first  floor  of  a.  home  than  in  any 
°tto  part  of  the  house.    To  prevent  them,  here  are  some  special  suggestions: 
*™Se  furniture  a  sufficient  distance  from  stoves.    Leave  a  clear  passageway  to 
*  doorway  in  each  room.    Watch  electric  wiring  and  the  cords  of  you,-  electric 
'PPUances  for  breaks.     Furnish  metal  trash  containers.     See  that  the  gas  stove,  if 
'toe  is  one,  has  a  rigid  metal  pipe  connection,  not  flexible  rubber  tubing.  Use 
"        plat8S"  °nly  °n  F  metal  °r  -etal-topped  table.     If  you  use  an  open- 

*"he£ter  "  Sh°Uld  toVS  a  «"  •  «■«*  *»  P^vent  clothing  from  accidentally 

"**  CaiB8t  "         0at0M^  »«•    **  if         have  .  fireplace  burning  wood  or 
•Ml.  a  screen  will  keep  sparks  off  rugs  and  flooring. 

How  about  the  personal  practices  and  habits  of  your  family?    Have  you  ever 
»«M4«*  unconscious,  but  dangerous  habits,  such  as  tossing  burning  cigarettes 

^  CaStebaSket?    Mk  thlS  P°lni  °Ver  With  the  and  determine  which 

""•""s  should  never  be  allowed  under  any  circumstances,  end  which  could  be 
or-  i-"-  a  safer  way.     j^d  bring  the  subjects  up  HOT. 


